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Paid School District No. 7, a 


ALMS-HOUSE. 


~~ 


1845. 
March 14, paid N. Buttrick, 
April 25, N. Morse, for 151-2 cords Wood, 
June 27, R. W. Thompson, for 296 lbs. of Tire 
Tron, 13,32 
Setting wagon Tires, ; 5,92 
Expense of getting Tires, 1,25 
rivetting the Felloes, | 2,75 
Trons, braces, bolts, staples, irons on 
the tongue, linchpins, washers, &c. 24,00 
1 Plow, . 9,00 
. J. C. Poor, for wood work and painting 
Ox Wagon, » 32,00 
2 set Boxes, — 1,75 


$862, 13 


75,00 


20,00 
15,50 


96,24 


4 


Ang. 16, C. Davis, for setting 298 Grafts on Apple 
Trees on the Poor Farm, which are living, 
May, 16, N. Buttrick, 
Aug. 13, N. Buttrick, 
Nov. 15, J. & A. D. Jenness, for exchanging Beef Ox 
for two Cows, 
Nov. 17, N. Buttrick, 
1846. 
Jan. 29, L. Wilson, for 1 Axe, 1,25 
April 9, new laying Plow Irons, 2,00 
“ 22, sharpening Plow, 50 
May 8, mending Wagon, 15 
June 14, sharpening 2 Plow Irons and mend-. 
ing Chains, 84 
Aug. 9, sharpening Plow Irons, &c. | 66 
mending Wagon, 20 
Aug. 21, making Irons for mill, and sharpening 
Harrow Teeth, 79 
sharpening Plow [rons and new steel- 
ing Coulter, 58 
Oct. 4, mending Chains, 16 
Jan. 29, M. Morse, for 13° cords of Wood, 16,25 
alot of ) 5,90 
“4 : S. Adams, for use of Pasture, 
July 10, 'T. Wallace for Medical Attendance, 
Feb. 7, paid A. F. Hall, for 6 lbs. Saleratus, 36 
1 1b. Pepper, 1 17—1 sp. Thread, 6, 23 
April 9, 15 yds Sheeting, 1,28—1 Ox Bow, 12, 1,40 
Snuff, 6—12 yards Prints, 1,68, 1,74 
97, 11-4 bushel Seed, 2:81 
May a7, 5-8 yd Gingham, 17—Matches, 12, 29 
June 3, 1 bag Salt, 1,42 
July 8, 8yds Sheeting, 42-—]-4 ]b. Cinnamon, 8, 50 
Pimento, 6—Nails, 12—Soap, 6, 24 


“ 10, 1 1b, Snaff, 14—Scythe, 88—Rake, 18, 1,20 
Aug: 8, Thread, 15- Twist, 12-6 doz. Buttons, 61, 88 
Oct.) 18, 4 lbs, Tobacco, 60—2 Ibs. Nails, 12, 72 


1-2 lb. Snuff, : 14 

Nov. 27,3 lbs. Tobacco, _ 50 
Dec. 3. 2. Lines, 25 
6 sheets Paper, 6—Almanac, 6, 12 

Dec. 6, 1 gal. Oil, 75—Thread, 8, 83 
Jan’y 8, 4 balls Wicking, 951-2 ‘zal. Oil, 388, 68 
4 20, 1 1b.Pepper, 18—Thread, 10, 28 


April 9, paid D. C. Palmer, for 1 pair Shafts and ee 
Axletree for the Poor Farm, 
April 25, paid Bailey Parker & Co. for 20 lbs. 
Clover Seed, 2,50—Tobacco, 92, 3,42 
2 lbs. Coffee, 20 
May 27, 11b Tea, 50-31 1-4 yds Sheeting, 2,66, 3,16 
June 14, Worcester’s Primer, ey 10 
“96, 6 yards Denim, 90—Thread, 5, 99 


4,47 
95,00 
25,00 


3,00 
20,00 


14,54 
295 


~~ 
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2 Rifles, 10—Rake, 17, 27 
July 21, 1 gal. Molasses, 32 
11 lbs. Sugar, 1,00—1 lb. Nitre, 13, 1,18 
8 lbs. Saleratus, 48 


Aug. 2,1 gal. Molasses, 32—Ginger, 6, 38 
“18, 1 gal. Molasses, 32—Lash, 10, | 42 
29, Wax, 21—5 qts. Molasses, 38, 39 

Sept. 15, 6 lbs. Sugar, 60 

Oct. 9, 1 gall. Oil, 830—Snuff, 6, 86 
* 18, 1 brown Pot, L\O—Lamp, 14, 24 
“24, 2 oz. Thread, 20—Pepper, 10, 30 

Nov. 7, 1 lbs. Coffee, 18 
“ 13, 1 lb. black Tea, 30—2 Ib. Coffee, 18, 48 

1 gall. Oil, 80 
“ 26, Sulphur, 13—Spice, 10—Cassia, 10, 33 
1 oz. Nutmegs, 10—Cloves, 6, 16 


Dec. 1, 3 yards Denim, 45—14 1b Logwood,6, 51 
«9, 1 oz. Thread, 6—pegs, nails & file, 25, 31 
«15, 2 Brooms, 40—6 Ibs, Saleratus, 36, 76 


3 lbs. Tobacco, 37--Snuff, 18, 50 

“24, 7 Ibs, Nails, 86—1 box Mustard, 14, 1,00 

Jan’y 2,1 1b. Nitre, 12 

Feb. 7, paid F. W, Bailey, for 1 Jb. Tea, 50 
2 Brooms, 38—6 lbs. Sugar, 54, 92 

1-4 lb. Cassia, 9—1-4]b, Cloves, 9, 18 


1-2 lb. Tea, 25--1 box Mustard, ve 42 
5 1-2 lb. Sugar, 00—4 yards Calico, 50, 1,00 


Tea, "50 

3,52 

Cr. by Eggs, 90 

April 7, paid R. W. Thompson, for shoeing Ox, 63 
April 7, repairing Chains, &c. 20 

¥ 8, rep’ g Wagon, 25—sharpening Plow, 235 50 

4 29, rep’g Wagon, 34 

June 5, shoeing Ox, 50 

Aug. 8, shoeing Oxen, ‘1,12 


_ & 20, shoeing Ox, 13—Sept. 1, shoeing Ox,25, 38 
Sept. ie setting Tires and N ails, 67 
Nov. 3, shoeing Oxen, 50 
Dec. 4, shoeing 4 Oxen, 2,62—138th, 1 Gripe, 20, 2,82 

“¢ 29, hinges, bolts and nails for Barn, 67 
ye 30, hasps, staples, &c, 31 
Feb. rf repairing Chains, 12 


ee 


1845, J uly: 15, J. Palmer, Jr., for 16 1.2 a cloth dres'd, 2,06 
Jan’y 17, oiling and carding Wool 81-2 Ibs. 51 


Mar.15, paid B. Barker & Co. for zal bar Posts, » 36 
190. ft of Boards, 48—17 Rails, 34, 82 
Mar. 29, sawing 214 ft of Boards, 54 


2,62 
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June 12, 44 ft of Bridge Plank, 88 
“ $28, 30 ft of Joist, ° 30 
Feb. 10, paid Parker & Taylor, for Tobacco, POS 
April 2, 2 1-2 bush. Red Top Seed, 2,50 
1-2 bushel Herds Grass, 1,49 
12 lbs. Clover Seed, 1,50 
15, 58 lbs. Fish, 2,03 
May 15, 6 lbs. Saleratus, 36 
Teapot, 10—Snuff, 5, 15 

June 11, 6 lbs. Sugar, 57 
« 13, 50 lbs. Fish, 1,50 
28, 6 Ibs. Saleratus, 36—2 Ibs. Nails, 12, 48 
Sept. 1, 2 lbs. Paregoric, 84 
e 12, 29 yards Sheeting, 2,47 
6 lbs Saleratus, 36 
** 20,1 pt. Alcohol, 10—-1 oz. Camphor, 10, 20 
2 OZ. Indigo, PAL) 
Nov. 29,1 Noggin, 8—Clothes Pins, 5, 13 


Feb. 7, 2 Cot. ‘lidkfs, 25—3- 4yd Gingham, 14) 39 
3 yds Calico, 42--12 yds Sheeting, 1,02, 1,44 
4 lbs, Sugar, 40—3 1b. Tobacco, 60, 1,00 


Cr. by cash, 95—Eges, 34, 1,29 


March 20, paid L. Brickett, for shoeing Horse, 46 
May 17, shoeing Horse and repairing Shovel, 60 
June 30, shoeing Horse & rep’g Wagon & Fork, 82 


Aug. 18, shoeing Horse, 1,06 
Sept. 12, shoeing Horse, 27 
Oct. 11, shoeing Horse, 20 


~ Nov. 28, shoeing Horse and repairing chains, _ 1,38 
Dec. 9, shoeing Horse and repairing Sleigh, 84 


1845, March 21, paid N. Buttrick’s bill as follows :— 


For 2 lbs Rappee snuff, . ga 40 

April 15, 12 bush. Rye 9,00 

30, Leather for sheep fetters 00 

“« « -T. Gay, per bill for Fish 2,78 

<6 C. Winch, for Tea, &c. live 

«© « H. Parkinson, per bill . 2,45 

“ 6 JO. Welch for 10 shad 1,00 

«© 31, G. Shattuck, per bill | 1,69 

May 6, 1-2 bbl. Crackers 1,25, 

15, S. W. Clark for gardening 67 

“4 H. Parkinson & Co. 1,32 

“ 19, 10 bush. Plaster 3,09 
«23, S. Jackman for 3 days work 2,00 . 


July 4, J. Mc Kean, Rice 1,33—Salt & Sugar 2 85 
i G.Shattuck, Flour 5,00—-200 lbs. Fish 10,00 
by Hazelton & Co. 30 lbs Coffee 2,00 
Ibs. Tobacco ,63—4 Ibs. Tea, 88 1,51 

3 lbs. Y. H. Tea 1,2 


2,90 


16,97 


5,63 


co- 
4 


1845, July 15, J. M. Mc Kean, per bill 67 


« 90,8. Adams 2 bush. Rye 1,50 
W . Cochran, 2 day’s work reaping 2.29 

E. Estey, 2 do 2,20 

J. Alexander, 1 do 1,00 
Aug..J0, 8. Jackman, 20 1-2 day’s work 20,50 


19, G. F. Adams for Yoke, staple, bows 2,00 
Sept. 3, Kendrick & Tuttle for 13 lbs.Leather 2,17 
C. Winch, 8 galls. Molasses 2,40 
2 bush. Salt ,67—Molasses keg,50 1,17 
2 quints.Fish 5,12—20!bs Rice ,85 5,97 


7 9,54 

Cr. by Eggs | 1,72 
—— 8,82 
« 12,8, Adams, 1 bush. Corn od 
Oct. 6, do do o3 
7, difference in horses 1,00 
Hannah Jackman for tailoring 67 
J. Me Gregor bal. of acct. 1,93 
J. D. Kelly for bread 1,25 
“ 20, T. Lenfest bal.of acct, 75 
R. Alexander for work Ly 

Nov. 20, C. Winch, 22 lbs. Coffee 1,98 


4 |bs.Tea 1,20—1 |b. Y. H. Tea,50 1,70 
10, lbs.Sugar ,80—2 lbs.Raisins ,18 1,08 


J quint. Fish 2,60 
6,36 
Cr. by Apples and barrels 3,68 
—— 2,68 
E. S. Russell for Chloride of Lime 338 
s 29, J. Humphrey for 100 brick 60 


Dec. 2, Hartshorn & Ames for stove pipe &c., 5,25 
Kendrick & Tuttle, Molasses & Salt 3,15 
*¢ 5, Plumer & Gage, Glass & Seal caps ] 49 


‘8, J. Hubbard bal. of acct 63 
“© 0, pair screw Dees 20 
J. Holmes for upper Leather 1,96 
1846, Jan’y 6, Reed & Spaulding 1 quint. Cod Fish 2,50 
“© 13, R. Goodrich, bal. acct. ; 1, 88 
u’ 14, T. Gay, Flour 5 00—Tobacco &c. 1,81 6,81 
Feb’y 13, John Black bal. of acct. _ 04 
B. F* Gregg, do 95 
“. 18, G. D. Kelly for Bread 00 
Tolls 8 times to Nashua 1,00 
H. Wallace for 13 day’s work in Noy. 1g 25 

66h» OAR for services self, wife and son 
1 year, ending March 31, 1846 225,00 

1845. Nathan Buttrick 

Mar. 10, Cr. By cash rec’d for 1 bb]. Cider 83 
Apr. 5, drawn from Treasury 20,00 
Apr. 30, for 1 bbl of Apples ne 
May 15, 11 doz Eggs sold H. Parkinson & Co 1,82 


o URG, Cash from Treasury 25 00 


2 


- 
S 


nee" 
eae 4 
June 24, 
July 12, 
Aug. 


6 Lambs 12,00 
Use of horse and wagon to Metliuen 1,10 
Cash for 2 Calf skins 1,20 
1 Calf skin 7 
6 Lambs 12,00 


from 'T'reasury 25,00 
5 1-2 doz Eggs sold C. Winch 42 
Cash from Treasury 20,00 


for labor to N. Aiken 6,00 
for 1 bb] Apples 2,00 
of J. Holmes for Ox hide, 112 lb 4,48 
for 1-2 bush apples 00 
of E.G. Shute forworkdone 
for Mr. Gault 3,00 
rec’d of N. Gault for horse to 
Methuen yoo 
for peck of Apples, sold 20 
for 1 bush Apples 1,00 
for use of plough 1 day 00 
2 1-2 bu. Apples, sold Ljg 
$1 40,89 


“© 24, By Cash in order on Town Treasurer, 


to balance 213,99 


1846, Feb. 24, Received of the Selectmen of Derry, an 
order on the Town Treasurer, for two hundred and thirteen 
dollars and ninety-nine cents in full for balance due for ser- 
vices of self, wife and son, Daniel T. Buttrick, till March 


31, 1846. 
1846, 


NATHAN BUTTRICK. 


Feb. 26, by cash received from County, 


Of which expense $80,99 was for an Ox Wagon, 


and $9,00 for a Plow, 


Which leaves the actual expense of managing 


the Alms-house at $239,96, 


$568,60 
238,66 


329,94 
89,99 


$239,95 


And there has been raised the past year 71 1-2 bush. Rye—60 bush. 
Oats—76 bush. Corn, and nearly 1000 bushels Potatoes. 

There has been built about 30 rods of very heavy Wall, and ten 
acres of pasture land has been ploughed and sowed with Rye. Not- 
withstanding so large a quantity of Potatoes has been raised on the 
farm the past year it is to be feared the supply may fall short of what 
will be wanted, as the decay among them has been so very great. 


ROADS AND BRIDGES. 


March 15. For ht D. Clement, for 54 feet of oak plank put 


1845. 
HF 2 
be 29, 
April 10. 
6 25, 
May 14, 
“ 14, 
és 19, 
July °5,, 
“ 5, 
Oct. 18, 
“97, 
66 a7. 
Nov 2, 
“ 20, 
“6 27, 
6“ 29, 
Dec. 19, 
“  Q5, 
“  * Q5, 
6c 27, 
1846. 
Jan. 1, 
ct 20, 
&“ 20, 
“ 29, 
3 29, 
«“ 28, 
66 29, 
és 29, 
& 29, 
oS. ees 
“ 29, 
66 29, 
“ 29, 
Feb. 7, 
66 7; 
anes I 
wm . 24, 
—. 54, 


on the Turnpike bridge 
Jesse Webster, for damage in laying out 
a public highway through the Benj. 
Wilson farm 
J. Kershaw, labor on highway 
J Clark, labor on highway 
Simeon Stevens, building 45 rods of wall 
F. Spollett, labor on highway 
¥. Spollett, Jr., labor on highway 
‘Wm. Choate, repairing bridge 
Wm. Blake—use of drills and powder 
Kendrick and Tuttle’s bill of iron 
Thomas Lenfest’s bill of plank, and 
Jabor on bridge and road 
James Taylor, 2d bill of labor 
N. M. Taylor, bill of labor 
S. Clark 2d repairing bridge 
A. Boyd, damage in widening road 
R. Boyd, labor, &c. 
P. J. Horne, plank and labor 
R. T. Chase, 8 days labor and use of: ox- 
en, cart, plough, &c. 


‘Otis Taylor, 4 1-2 days labor 


J. B. Taylor, 4 days labor, railing for 
bridge, &c. 
N. Warner, 228 ft of black oak plank 


Herrick, Taylor & Choate, 1837 feet of 
black oak plank, and 18 tons of lumber 

James Taylor, 3 1-2 days labor 

R. Morse Jr., damages for widening road 
and 2 days labor 

John Moor, 2 days labor, &c. 

Wm. Ela, damage in widening road 

Parker, Adams, and Paul Taylor, remov- 
ing wall, widening road, timber for 
bridge, labor, é&c 

Matthew Taylor, removing - wall, and land 

Moses Sargent, for land in widening road 

L. Wilson, iron and work 

R. Chase, 135 feet of oak plank 

R. Alexander, 55 ft of bridge plank 

S. Adams, 112 lbs of iron 

J. H. Miltimore, 4 sticks of timber 


-D. C. Palmer, furnishing guide boards 


Geo. Marsh, 3 days labor, &c. 

Joseph Johnson, labor and plank 

Parker Adams, Paul Taylor, 3 days labor 
Robert Mc Murphy, moving wall 


“ys 
, 
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‘820, N. M. Taylor, timber and plank | 
s.r D. J. Day, drawing and moving stones 
GRAVE YARD. 
1845. 


Aug. 20, Paid A. Tucker for land 


Oct. 14, P. Major, 4 1-2 days labor 
ve 14, J. Major, 4 1-2 days labor 
1846. 
Jan. 20, James Taylor, 4 1-2 days labor, and oxen 
+ 29, ° J. B. Taylor, stakes and timber 
Feb. 7,  B.F. Gregg, bill of gate 
v; L. Wilson’s bill of iron 


er 


‘STATE AND COUNTY TAX. 


Feb. 26, For amount of State Tax for 1845 
mi 26, « of County Tax for 1845 


MILITARY BOUNTIES. 
1845. 
Mar. 29, Paid 13 military bounties 
May 4, 1 military bounty 
Sep _], Soldiers rations on muster field 


Dec. 11, 1 military bounty 
1846. | 
Feb, 26, 68 military bounties 
4 
POUND. 
1845. 


Sep. 4, Paid J. Major, 11 1-2 days labor 
4, P, Major, 10 1-2 days labor 


1846. ' 
Jan. 29, G.H. Taylor, 924 ft of timbes 
Jan, 29, J. B. Taylor, bill for posts 

Feb. 20, B. F. Gregg, making gate 
Fy ead L. Wilson, for spikes 


os 


TRANSIENT POOR, 
Feb. 21, Paid L. Hayes, 10 ft of wood for M. Sargent 


INTEREST ACCOUNT. 


1845. 
Apr. 3, Paid interest on note to William Cogswell 
bata ‘; M. Hamilton 


5,00 
9,00 


$475,99 


166,75 
4,50 
4,50 


9,00 
4,64 
9,50 
2.58 


$201,47 


“470,40 
750,97 


13,00 

1,00 
59,00 
1,00 


68,00 


* $142,00 


Bi 


Oct. 9, «A. Tucker 1,35 
1846. 
Jan, 29, 6 fé G. Moor 18,75 
“ 9, - | & «OW. Ela 67,72 
Feb. 13, 6 Derry Bank 10,46 
$106,17 
SCHOOL DISTRICTS. 
1845. 
May .2, Paid L. Harper, for dividing town into‘school dist’s 
6 days 7,08 
Mar. 28, 5 days 5,90, 
“6 31,. 1-2 day yoo 
¥ Apr. 21, l day ° 1,18 
14,75 
May 2, Paid Wm. Anderson, 13 days surveying 19,5 
Apr. 30, 12 days:making computations 18,00 
** 30, horse hire ! 215 
: 39,65 
May 2, Paid J.B. Taylor, dividing town into 
school districts, 6 days 7,08 
Mar. 28, 5 days , 5,908 
© 31, 1-2 day : ae) 
Apr 21, 1 day 1,18 
‘+ 21, useof horse and carriage to and from 
the place of work 3,00 
18,25 
May 2, Paid J.T. G. Dinsmore, dividing town into 
; school districts, 6 days 7,08 
Mar. 28, 5 days 5,90 
Apr. 21, 1 day © + 1,18 
¢ - 21, use of horse and carriage to and from 
place of work 3,00 
17,66 
$90,31 
NON RESIDENT HIGHWAY TAX RECEIPTS. 
1846. 
Feb. 28, To amount of Non Resident and Highway Tax 
receipts paid from March 29, 1845, to Feb. 26, 
1846 . 62,60 
ABATEMENT. OF TAXES. 
Hei 
Apr. 10, For abatement on D. T. Bond’s tax 3 
. tH iS Isaac Colby’s tax 1 BY ps 
June 26, For abatement of E. Danforth, E. Hawthorn, and 
balance of J. Sleeper’s taxes, for 1844 5,02 
Oct. 13, For abatement of S. F. Proctor’s tax for 1e44 | 1,75 
Mov. 20, A J. Hayes’ tax 38 
1346, . 
Jan, 29, “ S. F. Taylor’s tax 330) 
i 2h, * N. George’s N. R. tax yoo 


12 


Feb. 7, abatement Nathan Choate’s tax, 1842 11,09 
, ¢ 14, Heirs of S. Little’s tax 94 
Pe oO i John Brown’s tax 3,38 
foo OD, 43 D. J. Day’s tax of 1844 338 
£6. 0 2G, és M. EK. B. H. H. Betton’s tax 2,92 
ae. 1 8 4 Joshua Clark’s tax 1,00 
MT ts Taxes in lists committed to Mo- 

ses Webster for collection 63,78 
$98,82 

P RANA POOR, SUPPOSED CHARGEABLE TO LON- 

DONDERRY. 
1846. 
Feb. 7, Paid T. Wallace for medical attendance on E. 
Griffin 1,00 
Sa ay A. F. Hall far 10 lbs of Pork 1,00 
Oct. 27, 28 lbs Flour 1,00 
1-2 gallon Molasses 17 
2 lbs Sugar, 20—2 lbs Coffee, 20, 40 
1-4 lb Saleratus ,03 
Nov 13, 10 1-2 lbs Pork 1,05 
28 lbs Flour 1,00 
92, 1-2 gall Molasses a 
2 lb. Coffee 320 
Dec. 5, 1-2 gall Molasses sh? 
50 Biscuit 20 
4 5,44 
Feb. 20, Paid A. F. Hildreth, 1 6-8 cord of wood delivered 
to E. Griffin . 4,82 
$11,62 


SELECTMEN’S SERVICES. 
1845. Paid J.T. G. Dinsmore’s bill as follows :— 


March 12, to 1-2 day on town business, 59 
** 14, 1 day at Alms-house, 1,18 

“ 15, 1-2 day settling with Treasurer, &c. 59 
April 2 to 16, 111-2 day» taking Invoice, 13,57 
18, 1-2 day on pauper case, 59 


27th, 28th & 30th, 2 1-2 days on town business, 2,95 
May 1, going to Insane Asylum with 8. Cowdery, 1, 18 


expense of Horse and of Cars, 3,25 

“« 2, 1-2 day on town business, 59 

© 9, 1-2 day on road peti. for by Wilson & others, {59 

* 16, 1-2 day on town business, 59 

** 626, 1-2 day at Alms-house, 59 

June 9, 1-2 day examining Bog Road, 59 

1-2 setting stone Guide Posts, 59 

6s 10, 1-2 66 66 mi 66 59 
rs 25, 1-2 day examining road petitioned for by S. 

Adams and others, 59 

« 96, 1-2 day with Selectmen on town business, 59 


* 27, 1-2 day on Bog Road, 59 


13 
July 1, 1 day going to Nashville to buy Iron for bridge, 1,18 


Horse and Wagon going to Nashville, 1,50 

expenses going to Nashville, i 56 

« 2,1 day on Bog Road, 1,18 
6 15, 1-2 day on town business, 59 

¢¢ 28, 1-2 day on * “s 59 
Aug.6,1-2day on “ M 59 
s¢ 19, 1-2 day on Adams’ road petition and Grave Yard, 59 

¢ 26 to 28, 2 1-2 days setting up Guide Posts, &c. 2,95 
Sept. 3, 1-2 day making town warrant, 59 
‘¢ 17, going to Pelham to pay soldiers rations, 1,18 
use of Horse and Carriage, 1,00 

¢¢ 22, 1-2 day correcting Check List, 59 
“¢ 24th, 25th & 26th, 2 day on town business, 2,36 
Oct. 7, 1-2 day appointing Police Officers, 59 
«¢ 13, 1-2 day on town business, © 59 


ig 14, 1-2 day rotifying petitioners in Sch. District No.3, 59 
6f 16 & 17, 2 days taking invoice of Sch. District No. 7, 2 Pi 
« 29,1-2 day on town business, 
Nov. 20, 1-2 day with Selectmen at Harper’s, 30 
es 24. 1-2 day examining proposed rout for road, on peti- 
tion of B. Wilson and others, 
postage on Letter on pauper case, 


~ 


Dec. 17,1 day on town business, ~ 1,18 
*¢ 30, 1 day regulating Jury Box and buying wood for 
Alms-house, 1,18 
1846. 
Jan’y 5, 1-2 day going to Londonderry on pauper case, 59 
use of Horse and Sleigh, 50 
*¢ 12, 1-2 day going to Londonderry on pauper case, 59 
1-2 day at Alms-house to buy wood, 59 
‘© 13, 1-2 causing notice to be served on Londonderry 
on account of Griffin family, 59 
‘¢ 15, 1-2 day at my house about Wilson road petition, 59 
‘ 20, attending Jury Draft at Carlton’s, 25 
af 25, 1-2 day at Carlton’s with Gelectine es, ' 59 
Peb 7 & 14,1 day at “ 1,18 
<e°20, I day at Carlton’s making Wari and other 
business, 1,18 
s¢ 24,1 day at Alms-house, 1,18 
‘¢ 26, 1 day at Harper’s with Selectmen, 1,18 
“ 28, 1 day at Carlton’s with Auditors, 1,18 


1845. Paid Lucien Harper’s bill as follows :— 


March 12,to 1-2 dayion town business 59 
‘14, 1 day at Alms-house 1,18 
re 15, 1-2 day settling with old Treas’r and making 

bond for new Treasurer, &c 59 
paid for 3 blank books 50 
Making Invoice book 1,50 

Ap'1 1 to 16, 12 1-2 days taking invoice 14,75 

« 22 to 1-2 day on pauper case 59 
1-2 day carrying out Invoice 59 

s¢ 24 to 28,to 4 days making highway taxes&warrants 4,72 

“ 29 & 30, 2 days making taxes 2,36 
May 1, tol day making taxes 1,18 
SA 2, 1-2 day on town business 59 
1-2 day with Selectmen at my house 39 


‘¢ 5, I day making taxes 1,18 


63,72 


14 


ae 
May 6, 1-2 day at Alms-house 59 
‘¢ 69, 4-2 day on Wilson’s petition for road 59 
‘© 14, Recording resident invoice and‘taxes 3,00 
do non-resident do 1,50 
‘« 15 & 16, to 2 days preparing taxes for Collector 2,36 
“ 17, to l- 2 day with Selectmen at my house 59 
June 7, 1 day making town warrants, &c. 1,18 
de 9, 1-2 day examining Bog road 59 
1-2 day. setting up stone guide-posts 59 
“10, .1-2 day setting up stone guide-posts 59 
** 13, 2-3 day at Alms-house 79 
“18, 1-2day notifying S. Adams & others, pet. for road 59 
© 25, 1-2 day examining route for road petitioned tor 
by S. Adams and others 59 
“© 26, 1-2day with Selectmen on town business 59 
** 27, J day making warrants for Prud. Committee 
and Clerks of school districts 1,18 
July 5, 1-2 day with Selectmen about grave yard 59 
“© 17, 1-2 day at Alms-house 59 
Aug.[3, 2-3day at do 79 
“ 19, 1-2 day on Adam’s pet. for road rnd grave yard 59 
« 26 to 23, 2 days setting up stone guide-posts 2,36 
Sept. 2, making check list for town meeting ay EAS 
‘ 3, 1-2 day making warrants for town meeting 59 
1-2: day with Selectmen on town business 59 
«© 22, 1-2 day correcting check list 59 
“ 2), attending Jury Draft 25 
Oct. 6, 1-2 day making warrants for Police Officers 59 
“13, 1-2 day consulting with Mr. Porter, &c. 59 
“16 &17, to 2 days taking Invoice and getting facts 
. in regard to division of school dist. No.7 2,36 
*« 20, to 1 day making schoolhouse tax, dist. No. 7 1,18 
“« 27, 1 day on pauper cage, and at Alms-house 1,18 
“ 31, 1 day laying out and fixing grave yard 1,18 
Nov. 3, 1 day recording schoolhouse tav for dist. No. 7 
"and other business 1,18 
Nov. 5, 1-2day on pauper case, 59 
“© 10, I day making Check Lists and Town Warrants, 1,18 
“ 17, 1-2 day at Alms-house and other business, 59 
“¢ 20, 1-2 day with Selectmen at my house, 59 
‘¢ 24, 1-2 day examining proposed route for road on 
petition of B. Wilson and others, 59 
“6 27, 1-2 day correcting Check List, 59 
Dec. 9, 1-2 day on pauper case, — 59 
“ 10, 1 day going to Concord for Rail Road Tax and 
pauper case, 1,18 
expenses going to Concord and returning, 2,20 
‘¢ 29, 1-2 day on pauper case, 59 
3. 30, regulating Jury Box, ) 25 
“© 31, 1 day at Pelham on pauper case, 1,18 
1846. 
Jan’y 5, 1-2 day at Londonderry on pauper case, 59 
© 15, 1-2 day at Dinsmore’s on Wilson road petition, 59 
«“ Q0, attending Jury Draft at Carlton’s, 2d 
ie 29, 1-2 day at Carlton’s with Selectmen, 59 
‘i 30, 1-2 day at Alms-house, 59 
Feb. 6, 1-2 day at Alms-house about County paupers 59 
“© 7, 1-2 day at Carlton’s with Selectmen, 59 


xf 11, 1day perambulating lines between Derry and 
Hampstead, 1,18 
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- Feb. 14, 1-2 day at Carlton's with Selectmen, "59 
“19, 1 day making Check List. 1,18 

“ 20, b-day at op making Warrants and other 
business, 1,18 

“ 21, 1-2 day making copies of Warrants and putting 
- them up, 59 
“ 23, 1 day on Town Account, 1,18 
“¢ 24, 1 day at Alms-house settling with Overseer, &c. 1,18 
Feb. 25, 1 day on town accounts 1,18 
‘6 26, 1 day with Selectmen at my house 1,18 
‘¢ 1 day preparing account for printing 1,18. 
“1 day with Auditors 1,18 
“ Select Clerk’s services 2,00 


1845. Paid John B. Taylor’s bill as follows :— 


Mar. 12, 1-2 day at Village on town business, 59 
ie 14, 1 day at Alms-house, 1,18 
i 15, 1-2 day at Village settling with Treasurer, § 59 
April 16, 12 1-2 days taking Invoice, 14,75 
§ 28, 1-2 day making highway list, 59 
“ 29, 1 day distributing highway list, 1,18 
May 1, 1 day going to Insane Asylum, 1,18 
Horse, Carriage and expenses, 2,80 
2, 1-2 day on town business, 59 
“8, 1-2 day on road near S. Wilson’s, 59 
“ 16, 1-2 day appointing Collector & other business, 59 
June, 1-2 day to hire pasture for Alms-house, 59 
“¢ . 9, 1-2 day on road near S. Wilson’s, 39 
«9, 1-2 day setting up BPRS Guide Posts, 39 
6 10, T-2 day 66 66 6“ 59 

€ 25, 1-2 day on road Sriencd by S. Adams and» 
others, 59 


July 5, 1-2 day purchasing ground for Grave Yard, 59 
“ 6, 1-2 day appointing School Com. and Clerk, 59 
% 28, 1-2 day drafting Jurors and other business, 59 

Aug. 20, 1-2 day on road petitioned: for by 8S. Adams 


and others, 59 

“26 & 28, 2 days setting up stone Guide Posts, 2,36 

Sept. 4, 1-2 day making Check List and Warrants, 59 

sy 5, 1-2 day to Salem to purchase Stone Posts, 59 

Horse, Carriage and expenses, 1,15 

22, 1-2 day correcting Check List, 59 
Oct. 16 & 17, 2 days taking Invoice in ‘School District 

| No. 75 2,36 

“ 31, 1 day laying out Grave Yard, 1,18 

Nov. 20, 1-2 day on town business, 59 

“24, 1-2 day on road petitioned for by Wilson, 59 

27, 1-2 day correcting Check List, o9 

Dec. 12. 1-2 day to Chester notifying Road Petitioners, 59 

Horse and Carriage, 40 

Dec. 30, Regulating Jury box 320 

1846 
Jan. 15, 1-2 day at Dinsmoor’s with petitioners on 
Wilson road ou 
“ 29, 1-2 day at Carlton’s with Selectmen 09 


Feb. 3, 1-2 day at is 4 09 


$89,932 


16. 
“¢ 11, 1 day perambulatinglines between Derry 


and Hampstead ’ 1,18 
“14, 1-2 day at Carlton’s with Selectmen 09 
“ 20, 1day at Carlton’s making warrants and 
other business 1,18 
Fob. 24, 1 day at almshouse 1,18 
“| 25, 1 day notifying Auditors & other business 1,18 
“© 26, 1 day at Harper’s with Selectmen 1,18 
“© 28, 1 day at Carlton’s with Auditors 1,18 
$51,21 
Date Votes payable. Interest payable 
1843, Feb. 28, 1846 
April 10, to Moses Adams’ 266,95 40,65 
Feb’y 25, John Brown 2,897,46 hi 
April 2, 1845, Paid 300,00 
Dec’r 18 neh 1,700,00 
——— 2,000,00 | 
1845. ——— 897,00 (833,55 
Jan’y 1, to Wm. Moor 117,00 ' 6,73 
“11, George Moor,(1 yr’s. int, paid) © 375,00 85 
1844, April 15, to Parker Adams 856,72 82,20 
1845,Dec. 18,to Derry Bank 1,700,00 
1846, Jan. 27, Paid 250,00 
Feb’y \4, “ 300,00 
Fe a0, | 380,00 
Mee 7, |. * 400,00 
—— 1,330,00 
-——— 370,00 17,10 
1846, Jan’y 6, To John Clough 200,00 1,95 
ts 7, Isaac Colby 250,00 181 
“29, William Ela 546,46 228 
oF ae do 398,66 1,66 
Feb. 13, George N. Warner 300,00 ,62 
“ 14, Moses Webster 100,00 320 
“¢  & . ~Nehemiah Choate 150,00 oD 
aide Mary G. Choate 50,00 a 
6 20 Jane Moor 380,00 . 
$5,258,25 $490,32 


All of which are on interest at the rate of 5 per cent annually, with 
the exception of the one to Derry Bank, which is at the rate of 6 per 
cent annually. [a 
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NON RESIDENT HIGHWAY TAXES. 


1846. 
Feb. 26, For amount of Non-Resident Highway Tax Re- 
ceipts paid by Selectmen 62,60 


COUNTY POOR OUT OF ALMSHOUSE. 


1845. ; 
Apr. 12, Paid Nancy Collins for Lois Collins 3,00 
J une 12, order on Parker & Taylor for Lois Collins * 4,00 

18, H. Wallace’s bill, for Mrs Fergurson 4.25 
= 2) E. R. Smilie, bill: for 14,50 

July 10, order on Parker & Taylor for Lois Collins 4, 00 

Oct. 13, order on Parker & Taylor for Lois Collins 4, 00 

Nov. 17, C. W. Dinsmoor’s bill for L. Collins 1 50 

Dec. . El, Insane Asylum for support of S. Cowdery 68,78 

1846. 

Feb. 3, C. McMurphy’s bill for L. Collins 1.00 
a 3, Parker & Taylor’s bill for Lois Collins * 12,46 
“ ys T. Wallace’s bill for Mrs Fergurson 17,00 
7; J. McGregor’s bill for Jonathan Griffin 1,50 
Me 7, Bailey, Parker & Co. bill for Mrs Fergurson —15,25 
% 4, N. Brown’s bill for L. Collins 5,00 
sf a; N. J. Moore’s bill for L. & N. Collins 8,00 
at ‘o R. W. Thompson’s bill for S. Cowdery 10,28 
a 7; S. Adams’ bill for L. Collins 1,00 

$175,47 


TAXES FOR 1845. 
Capt. Moses Webster, Collector. 


1845. To town of Derry, Dr. 
May 17, For list Resident Taxes to collect 3,014,014 
aS 17, Non Resident Taxes to collect 325,44 
Nov. ° 6, School House Taxes, Dist. No. 7 78,73 
$3,718,70 
1846. 
Feb. 23, Cr. by amount paid Treasurer 3,150,00 


Balance of uncollected Taxes $568,790 


Seek git i ee ke eee te mn rues) > OE ae eee Oe eee uo 7 ”v ‘Y as, Je | 
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CONTINGENT EXPENSE ACCOUNT. 


1845. 

March 6, paid Moses Webster to guarantee outstanding Taxes, 15,00 
8, Auditors, 3.54 

April 25, F. Grant, for Surveyor’s Warrants, 63 
May 2, Potter & Davis, 100 School Blanks, 1,00 

eo A Woodburn Nichols, for notifying Town Officers 

in March last, 5,00 

June 26, for printing Tax bills, 2,00 


Aug. 19, P. B. Day, for 150 schedules for School Roports, 1,560 
Aug. 30, Parker & Taylor, for 8 sheets Drawing. 


Paper for making Check list, 50 - 
Sept. 15, 2 Blank Books, | 30 
Feb. 6, “46, 8 sheets Drawing Paper, 50 


— 1,30 

Feb.7, P.B. Day, as Superintending School Committee for 
the year 1845, and to March, 1846, 5,00 

P.O, John T. Foss, for taking care of Grave Yard and 
Hearse House,.and mending wall round G. Yard, 5,00 

“14, E. Cogswell, for tending Stoves, cleaning and tak- 


ing care of Meeting House, 4,50 
“44, E. P. Parker, as Superintending School Committee 
tbe past year, 5,CO 
AOA. iy), Soi a Caregen. for postage, 1,09 
6626, M. Webster, for collecting Taxes for 1845, and for | 
School House Tax for District No. 7, 37,18 
$845, Mar. 18, paid Jolin Porter, for 1-2 day at Wm. Ferguson’s 
taking affidavits of him and nis wife, 2,00 
for Horse and Sleigh, 25 


Aug. T, fees in Benj. Wilson & al’s peti. for highway, 8,00 
1846, Jan. 25, letter this day and former letter to G. W. 
, Nesmith relative to Wm. Ferguson & wife, 2,00 
Feb’y T. fees relative to Pauper accounts, 3,00 
fees for advice, &c. to Selectmen during 
the past year, 


’ 


—— 25,25 
Feb. 27, paid H. Nichols, for services as Surveyor in per- 
ambulating the line between Derry and 

Hampstead, _ 50 

Feb. 27. paid M.C. Pilsbury, for serices as Treasurer, 20,00 


$135,49 
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Town of Derry, Dr. 
1846. 
Feb. 28, to amount of Notes due by Town, 5,258,25 
“ of Interest, 490,32 
a % due E. Adams, Jr. 6,00 
ie i of Literary Fund, 400,00 
uf “of outstanding Orders, 328,54 
$6,483,114 
Cr. 
1846. 
Feb. 28, by amount due from County, 210,45 
6 “ due from Londonderry, 11,26 
¥ Literary Fund, 400,00 
#6 due from M. Webster, Collector, 568,70 
ne Cash in Treasury, 295,97 
i ‘Town Debt, 4,996,73 
res $6,483, 11 
1846. 


Feb. 28, to balance of Town Debt, $4,996,73 


JOHN T. G. DINSMORE, ) Selectmen 
LUCIEN HARPER, of 
JOHN B. TAYLOR, Derry. 


Derry, Feb. 28, 1846 
The undersigned Audifoas having audited the foregoing accounts, 
as presented by the Selectmen, find the same correctly cast, and satis- 
factory vouchers corresponding thereto. 
WILLIAM ANDERSON, 
JOSHUA MARSH, Auditors. 
JAMES CHOATE, Jr., 


It will be seen by the foregoing account, that the debt against the 
town amounts to $4,996,73 which is an increase for the past year of 
$302,07 ; but. it should be taken into consideration, that the interest on 
the notes owed by the town, has for the past year amounted to $313,89 
consequently your Selectmen have, by rigid economy in managing the 
affairs of the town, been enabled to keep ‘the expenditures less than the 
income, notwithstanding the great’ expense we have been obliged to 
incur, in building a bridge over the ‘ Bog Road’—in enlarging the 
grave yard—in building the Pound—in dividing the town into school 
districts—and in the expense of many new guide-boards and stone 
posts, all of which was deemed indispensably necessary for the inter- 


ests of the town. 
JOHN T.G. DINSMORE, ) Selectmen 
LUCIEN HARPER, of 
JOHN B. TAYLOR, Derry. 
Derry, Feb. 28, 1846. 


Superintending School Committee 


beg leave to present the following 


REPORT. 


At the commencement of the year, the Committee being desirous of 
ascertaining more definitely some particulars in relation to the different 
schools in town, procured for the Teachers blank schedules, which 
were to be filled out by them, stating tlie time the school commenced ; 
how long it continued—their wages per month, the whole number of 
scholars in the district between the age of 3 and 18 years; the whole 
number attending school ; the average attendance; the number between 
the age of 3 and 6; between 6 and 12; and between I2 and 18. The 
following table will show so far as we have been able to gather them, 
the items specified above. It should be remarked, however, that in 
consequence of some of the Teachers including board in their wages, 
and others not, there will appear a great disparity in the wages given 
to different teachers ; and the Committee regret that their time is so 
limited for preparing this report, owing to the necessity of its immedi- 
ately going to press that they cannot make this correction. It should 
further be remarked, that at the time of making this report, some of the 
winter schools are not closed, and in other cases the schedules are not 
returned, so that we have not received the statistics necessary tomake 
the table complete. . It is to be hoped that the Committee for another 
year will be able to present the table full and entire. 
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ot Statistics of the several Schools. 
SUMMER, 1845. 


Cc ida = > Bea 
| | 82 | 23 38) 23125/22124]-4| 22 
5 | £8 |28/Se/2212 alPcleel Se 
Diss | Teacuer. =| Su] 37 [20/228 ledleelsel oe 
trict ag RP eS 2858 018 sal Sa 
G16 ol S Bi as; $8; 3 
® Slee Bay Bison | 
No. 1,|Marcia P. Choate, [May 5/19 ws.| $13] 75 | 46 | 30] 6 | 32 | 8° 
No. 2.j/Jane D. Patterson, |Apr 28/22 “ Re | 75 | 48 | 15 | 44, | 16 
No. 3,| Harriett E. Bradford, ‘Jun. 2/12 “ | 810] 45! 28 117] 71 14 1 7 
No, 4,/Sarah A. Stickney, |Jun. 2/13 “ | 85 | 46 | 36 | 25) 7] 23] 6 
No. 5,|Sarah H. Choate, M’y12}15 “ 15,33) 40 | 32 | 26110; 14] 8 
No. 6, Elizabeth Stickney, )M’y14! 6 “ | 85 23 ;.18) 4411 1..8 
No. 7,|Elizabeth H. Brown, |June 2/12 “ | 86 | 62 | 45 |} 35] 14] 18 | 13 
No, 8,|Sarah Reynolds, M’y 26/12 “ | $9 | 60 | 50] 40 | 14 | 30] 6 
No. 9,:Caroline E. Webster,|June 2/15 * | 4,67) 48 ; 35 | 25; 11) 16) 8 
No. 10, No School. 
No. 11,|Harriet E. Morrison, |M’y 12| 9 “ | $5 | 29 | 26 | 22] 5413] 8 
WINTER, 1845 & 1846. 
No. 1,JA. W. Mack, No. 17|16 ws.| $25 50 | 35 24 | 26 
No. 2,)S. J. Humphrey, Dec. 1j11 “ | $28 72.) 55 | 8 | 40 | 24 
No. 3,|J. Miltimore, io LG) Bats 21 
No. 4.|Alexis Proctor, Oct. 6|84 « §201 45 | 40 | 201 4] 13 | 24 
No. 5,|/Elizabeth H. Brown, No returns. 
No. 6,/Elizabeth Stickney, No returns. 
No. 7,|A. W. Marshall, No. 20/94 “ | $18 | 48 | 25 20 | 28 
No. 8,|M. Dickey, Dec. 1/94 “ |62'53| 40] 5 | 23 | 24 
No. 9,;McAlister, } No returns. 
No. 10,|Clarrissa Campbell, No returns. 
No. 11,)Van. R. Morse, No returns. 


In relation to the schools we say, that generally they have been vis- 
ited each three or four times in the course of the year, by one or more 
of the Committee. They generally, not to say universally, have given 
gratifying evidence of ability and fidelity on the part of the Teachers. 
We believe, however, that the standard of excellence is not yet fully 
attained. And we would here beg leave to present for consideration 
a few suggestions which have occurred to our minds in our connection 
with the schools. | 

The first desideratum for a good school is a good Teacher. Anda 
large share of responsibility in procuring well qualified Teachers, falls 
upon the Prudential Committee. They are the agents appointed for 
this purpose. Nearly $1000 of the public money, and the instruction 
of 500 or 600 youth and children are committed to their hands! Noth- 
ing short of a high and sacred regard to the great interest committed 
to them, should guide them in the selection of a Teacher. No contract 
should be made, in our opinion, until the Prudential Committee has sat- 
isfied himself by inquiry and observation, that the candidate is fully 
qualified for his work. The Superintending Committee cannot judge 
of a stranger’s reputation, general judgment, government and disposi- 
tion,which are among the highest requisites for a successful Instructor. 
The duty of the Superintending Committee is, to satisfy themselves 
in respect to his general character, and literary qualifications, which 
are but a moiety of what is necessary to warrant success, They may: 


© 
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have their doubts,whether he will sustain himself as an efficient Teach- 


er; but mere doubts and fears with them cannot prevail. ‘They must 
discover positive and palpable defects, to warrant them in withholding 
& certificate. Whereas, a doubt may be a sufficient reason why the 
Prudential Committee should not make the contract. We would there- 
fore. suggest to the Prudential Committee to take the time and pains 
which the importance of their duty demands, and inquire into the char- 
acter of the Teacher they propose to hire; and not rely upon the Su- 
perintending Committee to decide what it is absolutely out of their 
power to do. @ 

We would further suggest thet when it 1s practicable,and the Teach- 
ert gives general satisfaction, much would be gained by employing the 
same Teacher in the same school for several years in succession.— 
“* Confidence is a plant of slow growth,” and when once acquired is a 
talent of immense importance to one who has to deal with the minds of 
others. As our schools continue but fora few weeks, much of the 
time of a new Teacher is lost for the want of knowing more fully the 
dispositions and capacities of his pupils, and the want of their entire 
confidence in him asa Teacher. We have thought that in some in- 
stances, in years past, Teachers have been employed too young in- 
judgment, and knowledge of the human mind as well as years. It is 
an evil for which we see no remedy at present, that as soon as our in- 
structors are well qualified by experience, they retire from their pro- 
fession and give place to another generation, who in turn do the same, 
thus in teaching, where of all places we ought to have maturity of 
mind and experience, we have a continual apprenticeship. We could 
wish that teaching was more a profession for life, and we think this 
system should be “encouraged. 

There is another point in this connection, which we bin of vast 
importance; it is that parents should endeavor to inspire their chil- 
dren with confidence in their teacher. They should guard his reputa- 
tion before them ; and if anything occurs in his management which 
they do not approve, Jet them not discover their disapprobation to their 
children. Every teacher has his trials and needs the hearty co-opera- 
tion of his employers. Amid the thousand provocations and trials of 
his temper which he has almost daily, he may do many things which 
he himself would deeply regret, and this is often painful enough to bis 
feelings; but, if in addition to this he has the unreasonable censures 
of the parents, he soon imbibes a disrelish for his work, which disqual- 
ifies him for duties. Hence the schooling is often worse than lost.— 
Children grow ungovernable, parents uneasy, and the teacher heartily 
sick of his work,and longs for the close of his school. 

Parents we think have been deficient during the last few years in 
not visiting the schools so frequeutly as they ought. Children are often 
sent to school with the impression that no further attention on the part 
of parents is necessary ; whereas other interests of far less importance 
receive their daily watchful care. Is one employed on our farms, or in 
our shops, we can hardly let a day pass without inspecting his work. 
Both the teacher and children are greatly stimulated in their work by 
the thought that parents know their success, and are interested in it. 

We have found in some of our schools both a deficiency, and too 
great a variety of Books. And the variety is often a greater evil than 
the deficiency. If there are a half dozen scholars, who, for want of auit- 
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able books cannot be properly classed, they lay an unreasonabld tax 
upon the Teacher’s time; for a class of one or two requires nearly as 
much time for their recitations as a class of ten. The scholars there- 
fore, who are not furuished with proper books, receive from five to ten 
times as much attention as belongs to them,or as their interest requires. 
This is an act of injustice to the rest of the school, and a ground of 
reasonable complaint on the part of the parents who furnish their chil- 
dren with approved Books. We think it not too much to say, that in 
some instances one fourth part of the time of the Teacher might be 
saved, if a uniformity of books would allow of a more perfect classifica- 
tion. There is a difficulty in securing this uniformity beyond the power 
of the Committee to control. We find it difficult amid the great variety, 
to satisfy our own minds which are best. We find it difficult to satisfy 
parents—and if for once we secure our object in any particular school, 
it will not long continue, owing toimmigtation from other places where 
other books are used. a A 

If the citizens should at their publi¢ Town Meeting, express an 
opinion on this point by way of instruction to the Committee, it would 
relieve them from much embarrassment. Tho’ the statute law may have 
given them liberty to regulate books; custom is above law, and ren- 
ders it difficult for them to accomplish their wishes in this respect. 

We have observed, also, in our schools:a great defect in reading.— 
There isa want not only of accuracy of pronunciation, but a special 
deficiency in the elementary training of the voice. It is now well un- 
derstood that the inflections and tones so indispensible to make good 
readers, must be cultivated when young. The scholars must be drilled 
in clear articulation,and various modulations of the voice necessary to 
give force to, and express correctly the sentiment. It has been the 
aim of the Committee for the last few years, to improve especially this 
important branch of good education. We would still urge it upon the 
attention of future teachers, that they spare no pains in drilling the 
scholars in this exercise. | 

The penmanship of the pupils we think might, and ought to be better 
than it is. Itis not uncommon for scholars to spend two or three years 
in writing, and then be scarcely able to write their names legibly.— 
This is a waste of time, besides acquiring pernicious habits. Scholars 
should not be allowed to write till they are somewhat advanced in oth- 
er studies, and then the utmost care should be taken not toallow them 
to fall into a careless,indifferent manner of holding and moving the pen. 

The want of punctuality in attendance, is another evil which we 
have observed. It will be perceived by looking at the table above, that 
the average attendance falls very much below the whole number at- 
tending school. This is a great perplexity to the teacher and a serious 
disadvantage to the respective classes to which the absent scholars be- 
long, as well asa detriment to the school at large. Parents if need be, 
should be willing to subject themselves to much inconvenience to pro- 
mote the general welfare of the school in this respect. 

These few suggestions your Committee would throw ont with the 
hope that as they meet the eye of parents, the Teachers and Pruden- 
tial Committees, they will be the means of promoting the great object 
we have in view. 

We feel that the interests tbe in our schools are second to none 
in which the citizens of the own are concerned. In our common 
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schools are our future statesmen, Judges, Magistrates, and in fine the 


whole of the next generation. The time of so many children and youth 
is in the aggregate of great value. Their destinies are in a great meas- 
ure committed te those who have the charge of them. Their habi sand 


tastes for study are in a state of rapid formation. The‘responsibility of . 


giving direction to so many minds who are soon to be in the meridian 
of life, should awaken the highest degree af solicitude. We would 
hope therefore that the Parents and Prudential Committee would unite 
with the Superintending Committee, whoever they may be in giving 
increased efficiency to our schgols 


EDWARDL. PARKER, Superintending 


P.B. DA YEb ic cai School 
>. PARKER, Committee. 
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